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190 held in Dubai Police’s 
global drug crackdown 

Over 15 tonnes of illicit drugs have been seized in joint operations.—  file photo 

Dubai Customs announced a 
significant achievement in com-
bating drug abuse and illicit traf-
ficking on the occasion of the 
International Day Against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking. 

Over the past three years, they 
have prevented more than 2,600 
drug smuggling attempts, reflect-
ing their commitment to fighting 
the trafficking of prohibited sub-
stances. This achievement aligns 
with Dubai Customs’ vision of 
being a leading secure customs 
authority globally, contributing 
to local, regional, and global se-
curity. The UAE’s security stabil-
ity attracts investments, ensures 
societal safety, and consolidates 
its reputation as one of the safest 
countries. The number of drug 
seizures were: 829 in 2020, 941 
in 2021, and 834 in 2022.

Ahmed Mahboub Musabih, 
Director-General of Dubai Cus-
toms, emphasised the organisa-
tion’s expertise in combating 
drug abuse. Dubai Customs plays 
a key role in supporting the efforts 
of the Drug Control Council in the 
UAE and prioritises safeguarding 
society from the perils of prohib-
ited substances.

Dubai is a global example in 
effectively combating drug-re-
lated dangers. Dubai Customs 
proactively enhances the skills of 
customs officers and adheres to 
the highest inspection standards. 
Customs officers diligently fulfill 
their patriotic responsibility by 
preventing the smuggling of haz-
ardous substances. 

Dubai Customs provides spe-
cialised training programs to 
equip customs inspectors with 
comprehensive knowledge and 
interpretation skills.

Adel Al-Suwaidi, Director of 
Technical Support at Dubai Cus-
toms, highlighted the depart-
ment’s commitment to sustain-
able investments in advanced 
inspection systems. 

Recently, Dubai Customs in-
troduced a groundbreaking X-ray 
scanning technology at Jebel Ali 
Customs Centre and TECOM. 

This system, known as the “Si-
yaj Buggy,” strengthens Dubai 
Customs’ overall inspection 
framework with high-resolution 
imaging and a control range of up 
to 30 meters.

The Customs K9 Unit also 
plays a vital role in supporting 
customs centers across land, sea, 
and air operations.

Dubai Customs’ Inspection 
Sector has achieved remarkable 
seizures over the past three years 
at all entry points in Dubai. No-
table seizures include 36.76 ki-
lograms of marijuana intercepted 
at the airport and 75,000 Capta-
gon tablets seized at the land bor-
der crossing.

Rashid Al Dhabbah Al Su-
waidi, Acting Director of Sea 
Customs Management, high-
lighted significant seizures 
made by Dubai Customs in their 
relentless efforts against drug 
trafficking. Operations resulted 
in the seizure of 3 million Cap-
tagon tablets and 1.5 tonnes of 
Captagon powder. 

In an operation called ‘Opera-
tion Sul’, inspectors discovered 
over 1.59 million concealed 
Captagon tablets hidden within 
the hulls of two wooden ves-
sels, challenging inspectors and 
the Customs K9 Unit due to the 
clever concealment using hull 
coatings. — wam
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UAE astronaut Sultan AlNey-
adi, from space, has delivered a 
crucial message about fighting 
drug abuse. In a video shared by 
Dubai Police on Twitter, AlNey-
adi expressed his concern about 
the severe and destructive im-
pact of drug abuse on individuals 
and communities.

Standing at the observatory 
deck of the International Space 
Station, AlNeyadi compared 
drug abuse to a malignant can-
cer that devastates societies. It 
has the potential to cause long-
lasting adverse effects on indi-
viduals, families, and society as 
a whole.

AlNeyadi emphasised the im-
portance of collective action and 
unity in addressing this issue. 
On the occasion of the Interna-
tional Day against Drug Abuse, 

celebrated on June 26, AlNeyadi 
highlighted that combating drugs 
is not just a duty but a national re-
sponsibility. He urged residents 
to join Dubai Police’s campaign 
against drug abuse through the 
Ministry of Interior’s initiative 
#jointopreventit.

June 26 was designated as the 
International Day against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking by 
the UN General Assembly on 
December 7, 1987. 

The Dubai Police General 
Command is committed to partic-
ipating in endeavours to combat 
drug abuse and enhance public 
awareness, with a focus on edu-
cating the youth about the perils 
of drugs and effective preventive 
measures against addiction.

AlNeyadi’s space message: 
Join forces against drug abuse
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L ieutenant General 
Abdullah Khalifa Al 
Marri, Commander-in-
Chief of Dubai Police, 

has praised the role of the police 
in combating narcotics locally and 
internationally. Through the ex-
change of 653 crucial pieces of in-
formation with police departments 
across 43 countries, significant 
progress has been made.

On the eve of the International 
Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking on June 26, it has been 
revealed that this collaborative en-
deavour resulted in the arrest of 190 
suspects involved in drug-related 
activities. Equally impressive was 
the successful seizure of 15 tonnes 
and 291 kg of illicit drugs.  The 
Dubai Police statistics highlight a 
noteworthy increase in apprehen-
sions of drug and psychotropic 
substance traffickers, with a surge 
of 36.2 per cent in the past year. 
There has been a notable rise of 
33.3 per cent in the number of ar-
rests related to drug promoters in 
2022, along with a 20.3 per cent 
increase in the successful detec-
tion of drug users.

Awareness campaigns
Lieutenant General Al Marri also 

emphasised the pivotal role played 
by the Hemaya International Cen-
tre, which operates under the Gener-
al Department of Anti-Narcotics, in 
educating young individuals about 
the dangers of drug abuse and psy-
chotropic substances. Hemaya con-
ducted awareness campaigns in 210 
government and private schools, de-
livering lectures to 79,716 students. 

They also organised sports activ-
ities for 9,262 students and mili-
tary activities for 10,444 students. 

The impact of the centre extend-
ed beyond schools, with more than 
50,000 individuals benefiting from  
community field events, 37,418 
from informative lectures, 10,947 
from educational workshops, and 
an impressive 9,416,881 from the 
Centre’s publications.

Collaborative international efforts led to major busts over three years,  says police chief


